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“A true friend knows_your weaknesses but more than two dozen nonprofits, religious and civic organizations, community

shows_you your strengths, feels your fears clubs and schools, Potomac Community Resources is able to offer 35 innova-
but fortifies your faith, sees your anxieties tive programs to assist teens and adults with developmental differences reach
but frees your spirit, recognizes your dis- their potential and be active in community life. Founded in 1994 by families at-
abilities but emphasizes_ your possibilities.” tending Potomac’s Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Parish, PCR became an award-
- WILLIAM ARTHUR WARD winning organization offering social, recreational, therapeutic, educational

and respite-care programs for their members. Examples of such programs
When Gerry and Neil Coakley of Avenel include a chorus class led by a musical therapist that provides skill building
learned about Potomac Community Resourc-  as well as the chance to build a repertoire drawn from various choral styles.
es, Inc. (PCR), a private, nonprofit organi- Basketball skills can be learned at a program that teaches ball handling, passing
zation that encourages the full inclusion of and teamwork. A photography class offers the opportunity to learn the basics
persons with intellectual and developmental  of photography along with the chance for participants to share their work. A
differences into the community, they were Friday night social club invites members and friends to dance, play basketball,
intrigued with the program’s approach and create art, play board games and socialize. In addition to the diversified list of

became dedicated support-

ers. In recognition for their o TR
generous contributions and e L_
involvement over the years, i

the couple received the 2016

Patricia Sullivan Leadership

Award posthumously at PCR’s
20th annual benefit dinner.
The Coakley children (Con-
nie Coakley Caulfield, and
Terry, Brian and Rory Coak-
ley) accepted the award on
their parents’ behalf. Married
for nearly six decades, the
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Coakleys attended many annual
benefit dinners for PCR and

were influential in the organi-

¥

zation’s partnership with Con-
nelly School of the Holy Child,

where Neil was on the Board
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of Trustees for 18 years and
where Gerry created the Neil T.
Coakley Scholarship in 2010.

Through the generous support

of volunteers in the communi-

making a difference — potomac community resources

ty, like Gerry and Neil Coakley,

as well as partnerships with
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program offerings, the organization also hosts special events such
as a beach party, inclusive Earth Day, summer barbecue, Hallow-
een party, holiday party and garden club.

PCR has been instrumental in helping other faith and community
groups create new programs for persons with developmental
differences. This work has resulted in the start up of Upcounty
Community Resources, Inc. in the Darnestown/Gaithersburg
area; Brookland Community Resources, Inc. in northeast Wash-
ington, D.C.; Southern Maryland Community Resources, Inc.
serving St. Mary’s, Calvert and Charles counties; Prince George’s
Community Resources; and Comunidad de Recursos Hispanos,
serving individuals with developmental differences whose first
language is Spanish. PCR also collaborates with the special-
needs ministry at The Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Chevy Chase.

PCR has recognized the need for persons with intellectual and
developmental differences who may desire a home where they
can lead independent lives as members of the community. There
are a limited number of opportunities for homes that fit the needs
for a safe and comfortable environment, so PCR is developing
and building a house that will be home to three women with
developmental differences on land being made available by Our
Lady of Mercy Parish and the Archdiocese of Washington.

Potomac Community Resources is recognized by the Catalogue
for Philanthropy as “among the best small charities in the
Greater Washington region.” The organization is committed to
excellence, cost-effectiveness, and impact. Through the loyal sup-
port of community volunteers and generous charitable donations,
differences are made in the lives of over 8,000 teens and adults in

the Montgomery County area.

We want to recognize the hardworking volunteers of the

4 neighborhood. If you are involved in a non-profit and you would
like to give it exposure or you want to promote an upcoming
event, please email Cheryl.Shigo@n2pub.com.
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